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Figure 1. Recumbent colt.Ă
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mouthparts for several hours after a bite. Several studies have
shown that EIAV infection has occurred among horses in North
and South America, France, Germany, Italy and Romania. So far
no evidence of the presence of EIAV in horses was reported in
Serbia. In order to determine EIA prevalence among the 5000
horses of the Vojvodina region of Serbia, 316 horse sera have
been collected during 2013 and 2014. Serological analysis was
performed using Agar Gel Immuno Diffusion test (AGID) as
described by the World Organization of Animal Health (OIE)
chapter 2.5.6 and by Enzyme Linked Immuno Sorbent Assay
(ELISA). Those sera have been tested with 3 different com-
mercial AGID test (Idexx, ID-Vet and VMRD) and two different
commercial ELISA tests (Synbiotics and VMRD). With the three
AGID kit 311 (98,4%) among the 316 tested sera were found
negative and only ﬁve (1,6%) sera were found positive for EIA.
With ELISA kits results were slightly different and were
dependent of the kit producer. Indeed, Synbiotics ELISA gave
the same results as AGID tests but VMRD ELISA found 295
negative samples, 5 positive samples and 16 samples were
doubtfull. Our study shows for the ﬁrst time that EIA is present
in Serbia and more speciﬁcally in the Vojvodina region.
Euthanasia and viral characterization of ﬁeld isolate collected in
Serbian horses will be investigated.
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Equine grass sickness (EGS) is a multi-system neuropathy
affecting horses, characterized by degeneration of autonomic
neurons and stasis of the gastrointestinal tract. Despite almost
100 years of research and the identiﬁcation of numerous factors
associated with disease risk, the precise etiology remains un-
known. However, both historical and recent evidence supports a
contributory role for Clostridium botulinum in disease etiopatho-
genesis. In this study we compared the microbiota of faeces and
caecal and colonic contents from horses with EGS (n¼10), control
horses (n¼4) and healthy co-grazing horses (n¼21, only faeces)
using denaturing gradient gel electrophoresis (DGGE) in an
attempt to identify a proﬁle of the microbial community charac-
teristic of EGS. It was possible to distinguish the caecal and colonic
microbiota of horses with EGS from that of control animals in
cluster analysis. There was no difference in fecal microbiota be-
tween healthy and EGS affected horses; however there was a
difference between horses from different premises. Our ﬁndings
suggest that the change in intestinal microbiota detected in EGS is
likely to be a consequence, and not the cause, of the gastroin-
testinal stasis.
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Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) is caused by a lentivirus that af-
fects horses, mules and donkeys. It is mechanically transmitted by
hematophagus insect vectors or human iatrogenic activities. EIA
is endemic in the subtropical region of northern Argentina. In
Cordoba province (33S), Argentina Animal Health Authorities
(SENASA) reported an incidence of 0.55% in 2008. The current law
requires mandatory reporting and slaughter of animals in which
the disease is diagnosed. EIA can be presented in three clinical
forms: acute, chronic and unapparent. The latter being the most
dangerous since infected horses become silent infected carriers.
According to Argentina law the diagnosis should be done by
Coggins test. However, some authors propose ELISA technique
because of its extreme sensitivity and Coggins test is recom-
mended for its high speciﬁcity. A 3 months old colt and his
mother were in a riding and equine therapy school of Riobamba
town, southern Cordoba, Argentina. The colt showed depression
for ﬁve days and severe dyspnea two days before veterinary
assistance. At clinical examination the foal presented sternal
recumbence and depression (Figure 1) but was able to get up, and
nurse properly. Oral and ocular mucosas were pale and capillary
reﬁll by 3 seconds, tachycardiawith respiratory distress worsened
when walking. Rectal temperature was 40C. Mandibular lymph
nodes were enlarged. Abdominal ultrasound shows severe
splenomegaly. Hematological tests revealed lipemic serum,
hyperbilirubinemia (Figure 3), severe regenerative anemia with
intravascular hemolysis, thrombocytopenia and lymphocytosis.
For initial treatment two liters of whole blood transfusion was
performed. Dipyrone (22 mg/kbw), ﬂunixin meglumine (1.1 mg/
kbw) and water baths were given for fever without clinical
response. At 6 hours post transfusion the breathing pattern and
